am 


Minutes of the Pro¢geedings — 


— OF THE — 


Ev. Luth. Foint Synod of Ohio and other States, held 
at Columbus, 0., from Oct. 4, to Oct. 7, 1884. 


The Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and other States *met 
in the Ev. Luth. Trinity Church, Rev. C. H. Rohe, Pastor, at 
Columbus, O., at 9 a. m., Oct. 1, A. D. 1884 to hold its twenty- 
seventh regular convention. 

The worthy President, Prof. M. Loy, opened the synod with 
divine services as prescribed in our liturgy, after which the 
officers took their seats. 

The business of synod was transacted in twelve sessions. 
The morning sessions were held from 8} to 114 o’clock, and the 
afternoon sessions from 2 to 5, the one evening session from 7 
to 10. Pastor J. M. Kepplin, the appointed Chaplain, opened 
the respective sessions with a suitable service. 

The following pastors and lay delegates were present at the 
organization, or appeared during the proceedings 


I.. OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


PASTORS. LAY DELEGATES. 

Cc. J. J. Kucher J. M. Rietmiller 
Cc. 
J. . &. B. Lange . 
Cc. J. Lembke G. Gunkelmann. 
Cc, . W. Linsenmann........ F. Aschbacher 
A. G. Mochel................ Leon. Hetter 
G. Cronenwett............ J. L. Fehr Mohrhoff....... H. 
G. Dillmamn ............... Jacob Stainbrook .... A. P. Mueller......... 

ping one eee nger eee 
G. A, Harter Smith... Ww. 

Of J. M. Johanssen’s A. 

Charge. H. Rolfes................. F 


| 
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= - see eee L. F. Mittler 
F. W. Althoff............... C. Nagel 
W. Bauermeister......... W. Niebuhr 
: Prof Boehme P. A. Peter ... Uriah Trump. 
J. Dingeldey W.H. Price.......... 
G. Doepken . O. Priwer... 
: A. Eberbach C. G Reichert........... F. Gra 
A. J.  ~ J. Gruebler 
A. B. PF. Schillinger ...... G. Schwilck 
E. Gerfen ad Prof, E. Seh eee Wm. Wildermuth 
F. Gerkensmeyer......... . Ph. Schmidt. 
R. Graetz.. : W. Schmidt 
F. A. Groth ... G. Sehmogrow ......... 
H. Henn . mR P. G. Schmogrow...... W. Keller. 
E. Her W.d4, Sehroyer ......... J. Orth. 
Th. . L. C. Gayman, 
J. M. Koepplin J. A. Schulze.......... 
G. Loewenstell .......... Prof. F. W. Stellhorn 
Ww. d G. H. Trebel ............ 
Cc. H. Mayer R. Weise...... 
Prof. Theoph. Mees F. Wendt............ 
J. M. Meissner H. Wickemeyet......... H. Koetter 
E. H. Winterhof®...... Geo. Boehringer 
| Ill. OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT. 
PASTORS. LAY DELEGATES. PASTORS. Lay DELEGATES. 
H. Besel...... . J. D. Withelm........... L. F. Meyer.............. C. F. Streiber. 
A. Born ...... MANMN......... 
J. G. Butz St. Wendler 
E. Cronenwett ............ H. J. Klingler........... H. A, Sehmidt ......... : 
A. G. P deta we Dr. W. Steinmann 
W. H. Kropp ............... Geo. Marbu Conrad Kraft. 
G. F. H. Ww. Schmidt. 0. ¥. 
IV. OF THE ENGLISH DISTRICT. 
PASTORS. Lay DELEGATES. PasToRs. LAY DELEGATES. 
C. H. Albrecht ............ L. Seim...... W. Lose 
. Prot M 
Of Delaware charge..... L. Bauereis........... O. 8 Oglesby............ P. Brobst. 
A. Birch. Solomon Rousculp. 
W. A. Bowman............ H. Lohmann............ D. . Brown. 
Schneider ........ C. Barthelmass. 
Cc. H. C. H. Schuette.. Fr. Volz. 
M. H. D Thomas Smith 
J. O. M. R. Walter ............ 
B. E. Kemmer WAW 
V. OF THE CONCORDIA DISTRICT. 
PasTORs. 
E. Pfeiffer, E. G. Tressel, E. L. & Tressel. 
VI. OF THE NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT. 
PasTors., 
H. A. Allwardt, H. K. G. Doermann, G. Kittel, L. Ridenour 
J. H. Doermann, B. Dubors, W. Lembke, 
FP. H. Patzer, 


| Il. OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT. | 
PASTORS. LAY DELEGATES. PASTORS. LAY DELEGATE, 


THE FOLLOWING TEACHERS WERE ALSO PRESENT: 
J. Zimeser. 


A. 


THE FOLLOWING PASTORS WERE ABSENT: 
I. OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


J. M. Johanssen, A. Pehl, 
C. Lilje, A. Vookrodt. 


Il. OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 


H. Borchers, . Hah Meier, J. Siermanns, 
G. E. Buchholz, i's Kuhn, Ww. Rein, A. Stein, 
— J. @. Kunz, L. Serr, J. @. Theiss. 


II. OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT. 


IV. OF THE ENGLISH DISTRICT. 
Vv. OF THE CONCORDIA DISTRICT. 


VI. OF THE NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT. 


Althof, — Eisen bach, J. M. Johann Phil. M . 
C. Besel, Ernst, G. W.F. Kiesel C, Pitzler, 
] Bock, e H. Fischer, R. Knoll F. Sch 
Buehring, C. H. Hein, A. Liefeld, J. 
C. Buechier, P. H. Holtermann, A. Merz, FP. N. Wolf. 
J. H. Dagefoerde, 


There were accordingly present 145 pastors and professors, 
6 teachers, one of whom was a delegate, and 59 lay delegates, 
making a total of 210. 

Rev. J. J. Weiss of Columbus, O., and Rev. G. Rasmussen of 
Clinton, Wis. were welcomed as guests. 

After the organization of Synod the worthy president read 
the following official report : 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


| Grace be with you, and peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
| Our chief aim as an evangelical Lutheran synod must always be the | 
. preservation and propagation among us of the saving doctrines revealed in 
¥ God’s Word and in mercy presented to us. All things else were of no | 
i value to us without these. Would we abide with Christ ourselves and be 
saved, would we lead others to Christ and save them, we must hold fast 
the Word which is sure and can teach us. For thus saith the Lord: “If ye 
continue in my Word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Jno. 8, 31 and 32. This is 
also true with respect to our work in the kingdom of the Lord. If this is 
to promote the glory of God and the welfare of man, it must be done ac- 
cording to the rule of the divine Word which is a lamp unto our feet and a 
light upon our path. We do well and prosper when we do the will of God, 
as this will is known from His Word and may be known from that Word 
alone. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 15, 58. For time and eter- — 
nity it is necessary for one and all to abide by the Word of the Lord. 
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for He is 
faithful that promised; and let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works.” Heb. 10, 23. 24. 
Repeatedly the Holy Ghost admonishes us to preserve the pure doc- 
trine of the divine Word and to avoid and renounce false doctrine. We 
are to confess the Lord Jesus to the glory of God. “If thou shalt confess 
u with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
‘ hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” Rom. 10,9. 10. That those who have obtained the same 
knaqwledge concerning the Son of God should make a common confession, 
and thus speak the same thing because they have the same faith, is self- 
evident. Unity of faith in the heart, leads to unity in the confession with 
the mouth. Therefore St. Paul writes: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and . 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to- } 
gether in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 1 Cor. 1, 10. 

It would however be impossible to hold fast the truth and to confess it 
with one mouth, without at the same time to renounce the conflicting false 
doctrine. - As divine truth unites souls in Christ, so godless doctrine creates 
division. Who loves truth must hate falsehood. God’s Word therefore 
admonishes us: “ Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Matt. 7,15. “Also of 

_ .your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of 
three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.” Acts 
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20, 80.31. “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divi- 
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them.” Rom. 16, 17. False doctrine, so far as souls adhere to it, 
necessarily severs them from the truth and from those gathered around the 
truth. 

But the Lord warns us so earnestly against unscriptural doctrine 
not only because it causes divisions. If the spreading of false doctrine 
did no more harm than that we should be required to experience the 
pain of separation from those with whom we would so much desire to be 
united in the house of the Lord, or if only this would follow that we could 
not do the work of the Church so joyfully as before, nor so successfully 
after some have separated themselves from us and united with errorists, 
such harm would indeed be sufficient to cause great sorrow, but we would 
be comforted by the fact that this condition of things will only continue in 
time. But lo, Satan has worse things in view when he seeks to supplant 
the truth with his lies. Unity in itself is not the chief object we must . 
have in view, and division is not the chief evil we are called upon to avoid. 
The truth must be held fast though men should on that account cause divi- 
sion. The truth must be held fast under all circumstances and at all 
hazards, for then only can we promote God’s glory and’ the salvation of 
souls. Souls are led to Christ through the Word of truth and remain with 
Him so long as they continue in His Word. The Word works that faith 
which saves, and this faith clings to that Word which called it into exist- 
ence. And yet it is important that we should all speak the same thing. 
Not indeed as if this unity in itself saved us. To be united in error could 
only do harm. But those who have been born again by the incorruptable 
_ geed of the Word, and who because they are of God cling to this Word and 
are saved, are one for the very reason that they have one and the same 
faith unto salvation in their hearts and confession. Who remains in Christ 
through the belief of the truth is saved, whether others agree with him 
or not; but all others who are also in Christ through such faith, are for this 
very reason one with him, because they are together become one body in 
Christ. Again, division in itself is not the most dangerous thing for sous. 
Believers are even required to separate themselves from unbelievers and 
errorists. They are required to do this in order to remain uvited in Christ. 
“What concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that be- 
lieveth with an infidel?” “Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you.” 2 Cor. 6, 15.17. The danger and the harm are in this that 
men cause divisions contrary to the doctrines which we have learned from 
the divine Word; for division in such case would be separation from Him 
in whom alone there is salvation for our lost race. 

The Holy Spirit so frequently and so earnestly admonishes us to hold 
fast the truth revealed in the Holy Scriptures and to contend against every 
false doctrine, because He would secure the honor of His name and the 
salvation of our souls. It is therefore human folly to claim that the de- 
liverance of souls from everlasting destruction is of such importance that 
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we may not take time to contend for the faith once delivered unto the 


saints. Souls are not saved by our running to and fro, neither by our skill 
and prudence, but by the divine truth proclaimed in the Gospel. This is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. Our thoughts 
and our measures save no one. God’s Word alone saves. So far as we let 
this Word go, or substitute human thoughts for it, so far we endanger souls. 


- Who is truly in earnest about his own salvation and the salvation of his 


fellowmen, cannot possibly be indifferent whether or not the Word of God, 
which alone conveys to us the saving truth and works the faith which lays 
hold of salvation, remain pure and unadulterated in our midst. For as the 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, so 
also is every corruption of that Gospel the power of Satan unto the de- 
struction of those who trust in it. It is self-evident that all our sowing 
upon God’s acre will be useless if the seed is worthless. What we sow we 
also shall reap. Tares will not produce wheat. 

The Gospel is the healing remedy, false doctrine is poison that works 


death. By this our practice respecting church-fellowship has been deter- 


mined, and if we would preserve peace of conscience and prosper in our 
labors we must continue in the same course. It has indeed been cast up to 
us that the actual reason why we denounced Missouri was our inclination 
to the unionism of our times and because we desired no longer to adhere 
so strictly to our confessions. Those who have made such accusations 
against us may see to it how they will answer for it before God on that 
great day. For the very reason that we would hold fast what we had, we 
could not even continue to go hand in hand with those who had become 
dear unto us by their fellowship with us in suffering and in the kingdom, 
after they had departed from the Word and the confessions in a very im- 
portant doctrine. If we could hold fellowship with Missouri and remain 
consequent after they have adopted Calvinistic tendencies, we might even 
more easily unite with other so-called Lutheran Church organizations from 
which we have been necessitated by our conscience to remain separated, 
notwithstanding our efforts to unite the Lutheran Synods of our land on 
the basis of our scriptural confessions. By the grace of God we shall abide 
by the acknowledged truth. We cannot enter into fellowship with such as 


- are not one with us in faith and confession, and because the custom (prac- 


tice) of the Church is also a confession, we cannot even unite with those 
who indeed confess the truth with their lips, but whose practice again re- 
jects, or at least endangers it. We should most earnestly adhere to the 
confession and not waver, for He is faithful who hath promised it. This 
same faithful God will see to it, that, the danger so imminent to our rea- 
son, when we are faithful to the confessions, will only result for good. 

But as we must insist upon the preservation of the pure Gospel among 
us as the chief object of synod, so also must we direct our attention with 
all earnestness to the work necessary for the preservation and propagation 
of the Gospel. The work is indeed not accomplished by our running to 
and fro, but by the Word alone in which the grace of God in Christ comes 


to usand works mightily. But even the Word does not accomplish the 
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work when it is not brought to man, in whom it is to manifest its indwell- 
ing power. “How shall they believe in Him,” says the Apostle, “of whom 
they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” “So 
then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” Rom. 
10, 14.17. The Lord has so ordered it in His kingdom, that all the citizens 
can and shall take part in the spreading of the Gospel, as it is written: 

. “* But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a pecu- 
liar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called 
you out of darkness into His marvellous light.” 1 Pet. 2,9. Wherefore 
the Apostle also says: “Weare laborers together with God.’”’ 1 Cor. 3, 9. 
We can save no one, but that Word, in which God has placed the power of 
the redemption of the world accomplished through Christ, we can and 
should proclaim and thus save souls. We have accordingly a work to do 
in His kingdom, “for we are His workmanship, created in ‘ hrist Jesus un- 
to good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” Eph. 2, 10. And this work is of such a character that by its 
means our neighbor is not chiefly to be served in respect to his body, but 
rather in respect to his soul. God no doubt suffers us to live in this wicked 
world after we have become citizens in His kingdom and in Christ heirs of 
heaven, that we may with our gifts be found in His service, and each one 
do his part in his respective calling and station of life, cooperating in 
making known His will, which is the salvation of lost and condemned sin- 
ners, until He shall permit us to enter upon the rest which remaineth for 
the people of God. To us is given the call and opportunity to be active in 
the upbuilding of His kingdom, that His name may be hallowed and souls 
saved. 

If we would attend to the work we are called upon to perform, we 
must above all see to it that our institutions of learning be preserved and 
encouraged, and that our missionary work be encouraged and enlarged. 
The command given of the Lord to His Church: “‘Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to obsérve all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you,” is intended for us all, just as well as the comforting 
promise: “Lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 
We are however to be co-laborers as His servants in the advancement of 
His kingdom, and that our work may not be in vain in the Lord He is 
strong in the weak. Because He would make use of us men to accomplish 
His work, He will also require at our hands the blood of those entrusted to 
our care who may perish in their sins through our unfaithfulness. Cursed 
be he who doeth the work of the Lord negligently. 

It will certainly not be necessary for me to furnish proof that the Lord 
has made it the duty of Christians to provide for the training of able min- 
isters and teachers. By the grace of God, our synod has long since been 
convinced, that the world neither will nor can attend to this matter, but 
that the Lord of the Church has conferred upon His disciples the honor of 
attending to this work to the praise of His name in the service of the re- 


- deemed. For this reason synod, many years ago, already provided and 
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supported the necessary institutions. And yet it may not be unnecessary 
to say a few words more in this connection. To the contrary, it is very 
necessary that we, who are so weak, be reminded of our duty, so easily 
forgotten, and that we be encouraged in our work of which we so soon be- 
come weary. Be “not slothful in business.” Our institutions must be 
preserved, strengthened and enlarged. Wo unto us if in this work we 
should be found unfaithful. Just as surely as congregations must, in con- 
formity with God’s will, establish the office of the ministry in their midst, 
so surely also must these congregations see to it that men be trained that — 
they may be called into this service in Church and school. We are there- 
fore called upon not only in all sincerity to deliberate upon the arrange- 
ment, management, and supervision of these institutions, but are also to 
labor diligently in the congregations that the necessary means be provided, 
that the work may not be hindered or stopped for the want of the neces- 
sary teachers, buildings, students, or money. The chief work of synod 
would be destroyed by neglecting this matter. 

‘Not any the less must we consider it our high calling to do our part 
that the Church of the Lord be extended more and more and that new con- 
gregations be established and provided with the Word and Sacraments. In 
view of the great work which the Lord has assigned to us in the sphere of 
home missions, I would doubt that the time has come to establish a foreign 
mission post of our own. It is however beyond all doubt that we must 
develop a greater activity in home mission work, if we would do justice to 
the calling of our synod. Missionary work it is true, has hitherto been 
considered and conducted by the respective districts. But I would again 
earnestly beseech the brethren to consider whether the work could not be 
better arranged and whether more could not be accomplished if Joint 
Synod would make it her own? Although it is true that each district has 
abundant opportunity to missionate within its own bounds, it is manifest 
that the needs in this particular are not equal in all the districts, and that 
where there is the greatest necessity the means for carrying on the work 
are often the smallest. It seems to me that according to our present ar- 
rangement, it is impossible to apply monies to be collected, where they 
would evidently accomplish the most good, the boundary lines of the dis- 
tricts forming at the same time the boundary lines beyond which the re- 
spective missionary boards may not go, having no call beyond the limits of 
their respective districts. In my judgment, if the entire inner-mission 
work is not to be placed under a general supervisory board, arrangements 
should at least be made according to which those districts having the most 
extensive mission territory, receive the needed support of the other dis- 
tricts. ‘n this connection I desire also heartily to recommend the proposi- 
tions of several districts to adopt the plan of the English district for the 
support of poor congregations in the erection of churches, and that Joint 
Synod make the work already begun in the English district her own. To 
me the plan seems practical, and it might often prove a great help in our 
missionary work. 
If we would do what is in our, power to retain and spread the pure 
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Gospel, we must also give our publication matters more attention. The 
press has becc me such a power in our times, that nothing can rightly pros- 
per without it. Asa means to accomplish the end for which the Church 
exists, it is second only to oral preaching. In this respect also synod has 
endeavored to do her part, by calling into existence and supporting, though 
often sparingly, a number of periodicals, and by making at least a begin- 
ning in the publication and circulation of useful books. Much remains to 
be done. In supplying the proper material as we need it, and in securing 
new subscribers for our church papers more ought to be done. No labor 
of the pastor outside of preaching the Word is better rewarded. In our 
Book Concern much can yet be improved, as may be expected in any new 
undertaking. Under God’s blessing the establishment has grown larger 
and all necessary work could be attended to. The entire matter deserves 
the careful consideration and action of synod, that our establishment may 
still better accomplish its purpose, and that the blessings which we have a 
right to expect from the circulation of sound books may come in even 
greater abundance upon our congregations and upon our land. 

The more the Word of God becomes effectual in us the more will we 
labor not only in the establishment and support of the necessary institu- 
tions that that Word may remain in its purity and be proclaimed, but we 
will also exercise ourselves in Christian love, planted by this means in the 
heart, in providing for the needy in temporal things. God has granted us 
grace for the establishment of an Orphan’s Home, in which many children 
have found shelter and have been brought up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. Synod will not permit these helpless orphans to suffer 
want; we have only to consider what is needed for this purpose and then 
tell it to our congregations. Whether the time has come for the erection of 
other institutions of mercy, such as a hospital for the sick, or an asylum 
for the aged and infirm, synod can decide. Our congregations will most 
assuredly also be active in the exercise of Christian love in this direction 
if it should be found necessary. 

I rejoice to be able to report that there is found in all our districts an 
earnest activity in the cause of the Lord and His Church. The desire of 
synod that I should as much as possible attend the meetings of the dis- 
tricts could in almost every instance be complied with. All endeavor to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. We were still called 
upon to contend for the faith during the past years. No such unity has yet 
been attained with those synods which have congregations in the same ter- 
ritory with us, that we could have lived together in peace, and labored to- 
gether in harmony. And yet our congregations have been edified, have 
lived in the fear of God and were filled with the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost. The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad; He 
has visibly prospered us, to Him be praise and honor forevermore. . 

Our merciful God and’ Redeemer be with us in our deliberations this 
year also, and give us wisdom, peace, unity, courage and patience. The 
Lord our God bless us and prosper the work of our hands, yea, the work of 
our hands.establish Thou it. Amen. M. Loy. 


Columbus, O., Oct. 1, 1884. 
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The following is before us for consideration at this meeting of synod: 
The new Constitution and By-laws. 

The Institutions at Columbus including the practica] seminary. 
Matters pertaining to the Woodville Seminary. 

Our Periodicals and Book Concern. 

The Orphan’s Home at Richmond. 
Missions and “ Building Board.” 


After Synod had heard this report the following officers 
were chosen : 


The President then appointed the following committees : 


First Committee (on Presidential Report and Institutions) : 
Pastors H. Lang, G. F. H. Meiser, H. A. Allwardt, J. J. Kucher, 
Prof. F. W. Stellhorn, delegates H. J, Klingler and C. Nagel. 


Second. Committee (on Teacher’s Seminary): Pastors F. A. 
Groth, J. H. Dermann sen., C. F. W. Brecht, 8. Poppen, Prof. 
E. A. Beehme, teacher J. L. Gruber, delegate A. Duebel. 

Third Committee (on Missions): Pastors A. W. Werder, E. L. 
8. Tressel, J. Vollmar, J. Bauch, J. Beck, delegates H. Ketter 
and Dr. Dan. Hoffmann. 

Fourth Committee (on Publications): Pastors G. H. Trebel, 
E. Cronenwett, H. J. Schuh, M. H. Hockman, E. G. Tressel, 
teacher J. L. Fehr and delegate H. Ahlers. 


. Fifth Committee (on Orphan’s Home): Pastors G. Loewen- 


oles W. F. Helle, H. A. Schmidt, R. Gretz, W. 4. Bowman, 


delegates D. Whonsetler, U. Trump. 

Sixth Committee (on Treasurer’s Report): Pastors C. G. 
Reichert, J. Dornbirer, W. J. Schroyer, delegates B. L. Bauereis 
and Jacob Stainbrook. 

Seventh Committee (Questions pertaining to the English 
Translation of the Catechiom): Pastors G. Mochel, G. T. Cooper- 


| rider and E. Pfeiffer. 


Eighth Committee (on Pastor’s Widow’s and Orphans Fund) : 


ae 
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PRor. M. LOY Vestaent. 
Pror. C. H. L. Scnugrre........ Vice President. 
Past. HvEBNER Recording Secretary. 
Past. D. Recording Secretary. 
Mr. H. J. .............. Treasurer. 
| | 


Pastors H. Wickemeyer, W. Linsenmann, W. C. Lembke and 
delegate J. H. Schroeder. 


Ninth Committee (on Excuses): Pastors F. W. Althoff, L. 
Vogelsang, C. Schmidt and delegate John Schmidt. 


Tenth Committee (on Erection of Female Seminary): Pastors 
G. Dillman, E. Gerfen, A. H. Feldman, delegates F. Siebert and 
Jacob Delong. 

Eleventh Committee (on Minutes): Pastors A. Michaelis, H. J. 
Reiman, H. L. Ridenour, delegates St. Wendler and Fr. Volz. 


Twelfth Committee (on Manuscript for a German Primer) : 
Pastor J. Heerr, teachers J. Gruber and J. L. Fehr. 


I. DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION. 


It was resolved to take up what remained of the proposed 
constitution for consideration. Chapter V. § 1 was under con- 
sideration when synod closed 2 years ago. This paragraph, not 
corresponding with what synod had already adopted, a commit- 
tee had been appointed at the last meeting of synod to prepare 
an entirely new form for this paragraph. The committee con- 
sists of Profs. M. Loy and F. W. Stellhorn. The following was 
presented by said committee: Changes or additions to the con- 
stitution can be made only in the following manner: The 
motion to change or to add shall be made at a meeting of Joint 
Synod, and when three-fourths of the voting members vote for 
it, the secretary of synod is to publish the fact again in the 
Church papers, in connection with the announcement of the next 
meeting of synod, requesting all voting members of the synod 
to cast their votes either in person (the congregations through 
their accredited delegates) or in writing, in respect to such mo- 
tion, at the next synodical convention. In case“three-fourths of 
the votes, at this second meeting of synod are cast in favor of 
the motion, the president is to declare the same adopted. But 
here it is explicitly stated that the regulations in Chapters III. 
and IV. can never be changed, and no amendment or addition, 
conflicting with the third and fourth chapters of wats constitu- 
tion, shall be valid. 

This paragraph was adopted, after which the sid para- 
ere was read and adopted without discussion. It reads: 

$2. By-laws that do not conflict in any manner with the 
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above constitution may be made at any time at any regular ses- 
sion of the synod, or abolished in like manner, by a majority of 
two-thirds of the voting members present. 

This finishing the last chapter of the constitution the entire 


constitution was adopted, 


I.—DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED BY-LAWS. 
Cuaprer I.—Business of Synod. 
A.—GENERAL SYNODICAL BUSINESS. 


The general business of synod, that is, of the Joint and Dis- 
trict Synods, is the following; Synod is to watch over the purity 
and unity of doctrine within its boundaries; to superintend the 
official conduct of its pastors and teachers; to spread the pure 
doctrine and to defend it against all errors; to deliver theological 
opinions and judgments; to settle disputes and difficulties in 
congregations when requested by the interested parties; to aim 


at establishing as much as possible uniformity in ceremonies; — 


to see that the duties of the ministerial office are faithfully ful- 
filled, especially that in all the congregations a genuine evan- 
gelical supervision of souls may be exercised, that the young 
people be well prepared for confirmation, be made acquainted 
with the prevailing false doctrines and also be diligently cate- 
chised after confirmation. Synod shall also collect church- 
statistical information within its limits, being an American- 
Lutheran Church-Chronicle, and hold active intercourse with 
the orthodox Lutheran Church elsewhere. In its relation to the 
several congregations synod is only an advisory body, and its 
resolutions have binding force for them only when they have 
been accepted by a congregational vote. 

This by-law was considered item by item, some wen 
some changed and others stricken out. 

The general business of that ie, of the Joint ond District 
Synods, is the following: Synod is to watch over the purity and wnity 
of doctrine within its bowndaries ; to superintend the official conduct of 
its pastors and teachers; to spread the pure doctrine and to defend i 
against all errors. These items were adopted without change. 

“To deliver theological opinions and judgments” called 
forth some discussion, which ended in substituting in its stead 
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the following: in difficult matters give advice. It was stated that 
to deliver theological opinions and judgments was the office of a 
theological faculty, and not properly that of a synod in which 
there are necessarily many who are not theologians. 

“To settle disputes and difficulties in congregations, when 
requested by the interested parties,” calféd forth a lengthy dis- 
cussion. The difficulty arose on the point of congregational 
rights. All agreed in this that congregations are the highest 
judicatory-in their own matters. Some understood this clause 
to imply that synod would have no right to interfere in matters 
of the congregation either without or against the consent of the 
congregation. Others thought, since congregations by uniting 
with synod, bind themselves, together with others, to certain 
regulations, they are in duty bound to submit to those regula- 
tions. Synod would accordingly have the right and duty to re- 
quire such congregations to submit to the adopted regulations. 

’ When for example one party in a congregation would pro- 
ceed contrary to the Word of God and the confessions, and the 
minority would remain faithful to these, it could, as a matter of 
course, not be expected that the congregation as such would call 
upon synod to settle its difficulties, the majority disapproving 
of the confession of synod. Even when we affirm that congre- 
gations have the highest authority in their own matters, we 
would not prohibit them from asking the advice of others. This 
is virtually what congregations are doing when they unite in 
preparing and adopting a constitution. In such case it would 
be proper for synod to interfere in a congregation even against 
the vote of an unfaithful majority in favor of a faithful minority. 
Synod would have the right in such case to tell the congregation 
what synod considers right and what synod may properly expect 
of congregations connected with synod. A congregation that 
does not consent to this cannot be connected with synod. Other- 
wise it would be vain for synod to pass resolutions, if she should 
have no power to execute such resolutions. 

When it is said that congregations have the highest author- 
ity, feferénce cannot be had to matters already decided in the 
Word of God. If synod should present the decision of the 
Word to an erring congregation, the congregation must accept 
that decision. In matters concerning which the Word of God 
_ does not decide, synod may of course not make ‘Tegulations that 
would be binding upon congregations. 
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Great stress, on the other hand, was laid upon the rights of 
the congregations according to which they alone have a right to 
decide in matters pertaining to themselves. It was remarked 


that the settling of difficulties in the congregation were matters 


belonging to the congregation. The congregation may ask synod 
for advice, yea, ther may be circumstances under which it 
would be wrong not to ask advice, but we most emphatically 
reject the idea that synod would have the right to say that so it 
must be, and that synod could enter upon proceedings in the 
congregation without the consent of all the opposing parties. 
This would be contrary to the spirit of love and an unjust limi- 
tation of Christian liberty. 

Against this it was remarked that congregations have not 
only rights but also duties. Just as the individual members of 
a congregation have rights with which the congregation may 
not interfere, so also have the individual congregations con- 
nected with synod rights with which synod may not interfere. 
But when congregations are members of a synod they are bound 
to observe the regulations of synod, just as the individual mem- 
ber of the congregation is in duty bound to observe the regula- 
tions of the congregation to which he belongs, these regulations 
having been made for all connected with said congregation. 


As the individual member has the right for conscience sake 
to withdraw from the congregation and the eqngregation, on the 
other hand, has the right to insist that the individual attend to 
his duties in the congregation; in like manner may a congre- 
gation in the exercise of right, withdraw from synod, but synod 
has also the right to require that her congregations submit to 
the regulations of synod, with the understanding of course that 
such regulations conform to the Word of God, yea more, it is 
the duty of synod to enter upon proceedings in congregations 
when they refuse to attend to their duties. 

This item was finally laid on the table and Past. H. A. All- 
wardt appointed to prepare theses on the subject: THE RELATION 
BETWEEN SYNOD AND ITS CONGREGATIONS, these theses to be pub- 
lished in the Lutheran Standard and Kirchenzeitwng at least four 
months before the next meeting of Joint Synod. 

“ To aim at establishing as much as possible uniformity in cere- 
monies,” was adopted without discussion. 


“To see that the duties of the ministerial office are faith- = 
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fully fulfilled, especially that in all the congregations a genuine 
evangelical supervision of souls may be exercised, that the 
young people be well prepared for confirmation, be made ac- 
quainted with the prevailing false doctrines, and also be dili- 
gently catechised after confirmation,” The discussion which 
this item called forth was interesting and instructive. 

Stress is here laid on the importance of instructing the 
young. This work is begun in the family where it is more 
properly called training. It is continued in the Christian school 
and catechetical class. This work is to be done well. Frequently, 
we have reasons to fear, that young people are merely prepared 
to recite the catechism on the day of confirmation. The work is 
done well then only when that which they recite is impressed 
upon their minds and hearts so that it remains with them after 
confirmation. Catechisation should not be confined to positive 
doctrine. The catechumen has false doctrines to encounter and 
must be prepared for it. Therefore we say that he shall be made 
acquainted with the prevailing false doctrines and warned 
against them. Stress is to be laid on the word prevailing. He 
need not be made acquainted with all errors but only with those 
of which it may be said they are prevailing. 

Confirmation should not end catechisation. The young 
need instruction after they are confirmed, and if we would re- 
tain them for the Church this dare not be neglected. The ques- 
tion: where are the large number of those confirmed during the 
past fifty years? brings to our minds the great importance of 
watching over, and caring for, the young church-member. With- 
out adopting this item, the consideration of the By-laws for this 
meeting of synod ended. 


IIl.—REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND RELATIVE 
MATTERS. 


REPORT OF FIRST COMMITTEE. 
(On President's Report and Institutions at Columbus.) 


The following matters were placed into the hands of your committee: 
1. The Presidential Report. 
2. The Report of the Board of the Theological Seminary. 
_8. The Report of the Board of Trustees of Capital University. 
4. The books and accounts of the Treasurer. . 
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5. An appeal from the Pastoral Conference of Minnesota and Dakota, 


. relative to the removal of our Practical Seminary. 


Your committee most respectfully submits the following to your honor- 
able body for consideration: - | 

1. We heartily acquiesce in the convictions, desires, and hopes ex- 
pressed in the report of our worthy President. We recommend that this 
honorable body vote him its thanks for the faithful and successful dis- 
charge of his official duties during the past two years, and that his report 
be published in the minutes of synod. — 

2. With reference to the matters suggested in the Presidential Report, 
and submitted to this committee, we would suggest the following as our 
convictions, for the consideration of this honorable body: 

a) In connection with the report of the Board of our Theological Semi- 
nary we would express our gratitude to God for the many blessings which 
He bestowed upon our Seminary during the last two years, but especially 
in that He has bestowed upon it an efficient theological teacher in the per- 


‘son of Prof. E. A. Bashme. 


b) We propose that a member of the Theological Faculty be requested 
to give this honorable body a minute account of the instructions imparted 
in the Practical Seminary, so that a wrong state of things which might pos- 
sibly exist, or be called into existence in the future may be avoided. 

c) Weare sorry that for want of laborers in the vineyard of the Lord, 
students of theology are still called away before they have completed their 
course of study, and we perfectly agree with our professors, when they re- 
fuse to let such students accept calls except in cases of extreme necessity, 
and this unhappy state of affairs should spur up every pastor of our synod 
to perform his duty by way of encouraging pious, gifted young men to enter 
our institutions of learning with the ministry in view, in order to supply 
this want. 

d) From the report of the Board of Trustees of Capital University it is 
also evident that in every respect God has also richly blessed this institu- 
tion, especially as regards the supply of new teachers. This should also 
move us to hearty thanks. 

e) We recommend to this honorable body, that « renewed effort be 
made to sell the college land, and that this effort be made in a manner that 
we may have well grounded hopes that a sale will soon be effected. 

f) We propose that the two reports of our institutions at Columbus be 
read before synod and printed in our minutes. 

g) The plan for replenishing our institution treasury, framed by the 
committee appointed for this purpose by the Reart { our institutions at 
Columbus, and recommended by the Eastern District of this synod, we 
recommend to the deliberation of synod, and that it be accepted. 

h) Respecting the removal of our Practical Seminary to the North west, 
we reccommend that synod duly weigh the matter before taking action. 


3. The books of the institution treasury have been examined and 
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In conclusion we would call the attention of synod to the election of « 


H. G, F. H. 
H. A. Attwanpr, J. J. 
F. W. UH. J. 
Naest. 
The report having been received for consideration was con- 
sidered by items. 


In connection with item 2. 5) Prof. F. W. Stellhorn stated 
what is taught in the Practical Seminary and by whom. si. 

Respecting what is stated in ¢) of item 2. syned resolved to 
refer the sale of the college land to the Board of Trustees of 
Capital University and that former resolutions respecting this 
matter be herewith rescinded. 

f) under item 2. was complied with and both reports were 
read. | 


g) under item 2. was considered in connection with the plan | 


referred to. After aniending the proposed plan in a few par- 
ticulars, it was adopted and is given below in full. 

h) under item 2. called forth a lengthy discussion. It was 
resolved to remove the Practical Seminary to Afton, Minnesota. 
Other resolutions respecting this matter together with the dis- 
cussion are given in connection with the memorial below. 

The concluding statement respecting the election was 
stricken out inasmuch as the general treasuryship established 
by the new arrangements make this office unnecessary. 

The entire report was then adopted as amended. 


REPORT OF THE SEMINARY BOARD. 


In the name of the Seminary Board the undersigned herewith submits 
the following to this honorable body : 

We rejoice to be able to report that in the upbuilding of God’s king- 
dom our institution has done a great work in the last two years. 

Who would preach the Word of life to those congregations now sup- 
plied with pastors from our institution? Some twenty have been sent out 
in these two years. Notwithstanding so many have entered the ministry, 
many charges are still vacant. At the meeting of synod, two years ago, it 
was resolved to establish a Practical Seminary in connection with the one 
already im existence, and to this end call a fourth theological professor. 

Before the adjournment of synod at Allegheny, the Seminary Board 
met, and after a lengthy deliberation unanimously resolved to extend « call 
to Rev. E. A. Boehme of New Washington, O., to be this fourth profess..:. 
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Those desiring information respecting the course of study are directed 
to the catalogues published in 1883 and 1884. | 

Because of the present lack of pastors, it occurs occasionally that con- 
gregations and the officers of the districts request that young men be 
allowed to enter the ministry before they have finished their studies. Stu- 
dents are not permitted to leave the institution however before the com- 
pletion of their studies, except in very urgent cases. 

41 students composed the number in the theological class the first year. 
6 of these were in the practical department. 

In the second year the number was 40, of whom 10 were in the Prac- 
tical Seminary. 

Never before had this number been reached in the Seminary. If we 
desire however to supply all our vacant congregations with pastors, and be- 
sides earnestly engage in missionary work, this number must be largely 
increased. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the, head of His Church make both pas- 
tors and people more zealous, that they may not only with all cheerfulness 
sacrifice of their earthly possessions, but also in their prayers and in their 
conversations with young men think of the great scarcity of ministers. 
The Lord bless our deliberations, that they may serve to advance the in- 
terests of His kingdom. 


In the name of the Seminary Board, 
Most respectfully 
D. SIMON. 
Columbus, O., October 1884. Sec’y. of Seminary Board. 


P.&. The term of office of four of the Directors has expired, to wit, 
Revs. G. Mochel and H. Wickemeyer and Messrs. Julius Klingler and E. 
Willey. 

Rev. H. A. Becker a member of this Board having died, it will be 
necessary to elect a member in his place. 

As members of the Board of the Theological Seminary at Colu-nbus, 0., 
were elected Pastors H. Wickemeyer, G. Mochel and A. Pflueger. Also 
Messrs. H. J. Klingler of Butler, Pa., and Geo. long of Lithopolis, O. 
Pastor A. Pflueger fills the vacancy made by the death of Pastor H. A. 
Becker. + 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF CAPITAL UNIVERSITY. 


The Board of Trustees of Capital University takes the liberty to sub- 
mit to this synod the following report: 

The work of our institution has progressed with most gratifying results 
during the period that has intervened between the last convention of the 
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B In the name of the Board President Meiser extended the call. After due 

ih consideration both on the part of Fastor Beehme and his people, they #c- 

i cepted his resignation and he accepted the call extended to him. January 

i . 1888 Pastor Boehme was installed and the Practical Seminary established. 
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Joint Synod and the present one. The number of students is much larger 
than in former years. 

Prof. Bashme was at the time of the meeting of synod at Allegheny 
City called as House Father in connection with a Professorship in the 
Seminary, accepted the same, and shortly after entered upon its duties. 
Prof. Leonard to whom was at the same time extended a vocation as Prin- 
cipal of the Grammar School also followed the call and took charge of his 
new field immediately after the following Christmas vacation. - 


Durin, the past two quite munsher of-necespary were 


In view of the preasing wants of the Institution, the Faculty (with the 
exception of Prof Schuette) recommended the sale of the 50 acres of land 
belonging to the University for the price offered, viz. $110.00 per acre. The 
Board took a0 action except to refer the matter to your honorable body. 

At the last meeting of the Board a committee was appointed to prepare 
a plan for raising monies for our Institutions, with instructions to report at 
this meeting of synod. 

At this meeting the title of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon 
Prof. F. A. Schmidt of Madison, Wis. 

Rev. J. A. Schulze, synod’s traveling ageni, resigned the office, which 
was accepted by the Board. Respectfully, 

_J. BECK. 


A PLAN FOR THE BETTER REGULATION OF THE FINANCES OF 
SYNOD. 


The Board of our Institutions at Columbus has the honor to present 
to the honorable synod the following resolutions respecting a better regula- 
tion of our finances: 

1. That a general treasury be established out of which all salaries and 
current expenses of our synodical institutions shal! be paid. 


2. That the general treasurer be required to pay out the monies needed 
in said institutions monthly wheu an order, signed by the treasurer and 
countersigned by the president of the institution making the application, 
is presented, and that he shall receive a salary of, $300.00 annually for his 
labor. 

8. That no monies from this treasury shall be applied to the erection 
of new buildings without a special resolution of synod. But when such 
buildings shall have been decided upon, each institution shall have its own 
treasury and such monies shall be used only for that p&rticular purpose. 

4. That it shall be the duty of such general treasurer to publish a con- 
densed report in the Kirchenzeitung and Standard every three months. 

5. That a committee be appointed which shall carefully examine the 
books of the treasurer semi-annually and compare the cash with the 


In connection with this we take the liberty to add some hints respect- 
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ing the manner in which a more united cooperation in the support of our 
institutions may be accomplished. By undisputed evidence it can be shown 
that a large number of our congregations have contributed nothing, others 
an insufficient amount to defray the expenses of our institutions. And 
since we recognize this duty as one devolving upon all, from which nothing 
but poverty excuses, such an arrangement should be made by which the 
negligent are reminded of their duty and the burden more equally divided. 
- We therefore propose the following, which, in our judgment we conceived 
to be the best way to accomplish the desired end. 

A careful examination of the statistics of our synod shows a total num- 
ber of more than 50 thousand communicants. And since the annual expen- 
ses of our three institutions amount to about 21 thousand dollars (Columbus 
12 thousand, Richmond 5 thousand and Woodville 4 thousand) it is easy to 
see that an average annual contribution of 50 cents to the communicant 
would cover all the expenses and leave besides a small amount in the 
treasury. And since we are convinced that such an average contribution 
can easily be collected by proper management we propose the following: 

1. That the treasurer keep a ledger into which he enter according to 
the above apportionment the amount to be expected from each congrega- 
tion, by which the activity of the congregation in this direction is regulated 
and becomes manifest. 

2. That the treasurer be required, in case of negligence on the part of 
the pastor, to send him a quarterly statement to urge him to greater ac- 
tivity. 

8. That the way and manner of collecting these monies be left to the 
judgment of the respective congregations. 

This is the plan as adopted by synod. Prof. Theo. Mees, who has been 
the institution treasurer for a number of years, said by way of explana- 
tion : 

Financially we are in a bad shape. Instead of getting out of debt we 
have been getting in deeper all the while. The reason for this is evident. 
So many of our congregations have been doing nothing and others com- 
Lape little. The burdens have been borne in very unlike proportion. 
Large wealthy congregations have done little or nothing; small and 
poor, but active charges have done much. From the 15th of July 1878 to 
the 15th of July 1879, out of about 170 pastoral charges, only 134 con- 
tributed to the support of the institutions, and the rest did nothing; of 
those that contributed, 35 charges sent in $6.00 or less, 37 sent in $15.00 or 
less, and but 3 sent in $100 or more. During the year from July 15th, 1879, 
to July 15th, 1880, out of about 180 charges only 121 contributed, and the 
rest did nothing. Of these 121 charges, 14 sent in $6.00 or less, 38 sent in 
$15.00 or less, and 3 sent in over one hundred dollars. From July 15th 
1880 to July 15th 1881 out of 190 charges only 103 sent in money, and 87 
did not contribute anything. Of these 108 charges 18 paid less than $6.00, 
29 between $6.00 and $16.00, and only one over one hundred dollars. In 
the year from July 15th 1881 to July 15th 1882 out of 195 pastoral 
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only 119 helped to sustain our work, and of these 17 contributed less than 
$6.00, 40 between $6.00 and $16.00, and 10 sent in $100 or more. 

To this was yet added: The greatest fault evidently lies with the pas- 
tors; it can not be assumed that so many would have refused to do any- 
thing, if the pastors had attended to their duty. Pastors and congregations 
often forget their duties. This plan will serve as a reminder. 


It was asked whether congregations which are not con- 
nected with synod but being served by our pastors could also 
be asked to contribute according to this plan? The answer was 
given in the affirmative. They are reaping benefits from our 
institutions and should help to support them. 

When we establish institutions and call professors, we obli- 
gate ourselves to support them. It is not a matter in which we 
may exercise our Christian liberty. We have agreed to support 
these institutions and are under moral obligations to do so. 
When pastors and congregations neglect to support them they 
neglect to pay an honest debt. 


When congregations have no actual reason for not con- — 


tributing, they should be disciplined just as well as individual 
members in a congregation are called to an account when they 
refuse to support the congregation. 

Can we hope that this plan will succeed? Most assuredly 
if we will heartily co-operate in executing it. What other 
synods have done we may do. 

The author of the plan had also made special provision for 
legacies or any monies that might be contributed for any par- 
ticular institution. In the opinion of synod this was so self- 
evident that it was considered unnecessary to make any such 
provision. Of course all monies intended for a particular insti- 
tution go into the treasury of that institution. 

According to this plan a general treasurer and an auditing 
committee must be chosem. Prof. Theo. Mees was chosen to 
serve as treasurer and Past. C, H. Rohe, and Professors G. H. 
Leonard and C. H. L. Schuette were appointed as the auditing 
committee. 

In this connection it was resolved that at each meeting of 
Joint Synod, beginning with the next meeting, a committee be 
appointed whose duty it shall be to decide upon the amount to 
be expended in the different institutions during the two years 
intervening between the meeting of synod. this to be done after 
hearing the reports of the respective institutions. | 
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AN APPEAL 


from the Pastoral Conference of Minnesota and Dakota relative to 
the removal of the Practical Seminary. 


To the Hon. Joint Synod of Ohio and other States : 


Our Northwestern District, assembled at Oshkosh, Wis., this year, in 
view of the great and important mission field lying within its boundaries, 
resolved to request Joint Synod to remove the Practical Seminary to the 
Northwest. As a central location within our district, St. Paul and Minneap- 
olis, Minn., and vicinity were mentioned. Above all that we could ask 
or think, God has heard the sighings of our hearts and placed a property at 
our disposal in this locality, in a desirable and healthy place. The prop- 
erty could not have cost less than $10,000, and is secured to synod for 
$2,000. To show that our district has done wisely in requesting the re- 
moval of the Practical Theological Seminary, we, the undersigned com- 
mittee, appointed at Stillwater, Minn., by the Miunesota and Dakota Con- 
ference, desire to call the attention of synod to the following: 


The success of our mission work in the great Northwest, which without 
doubt will continue rapidly to increase, depends largely upon the number 
of workmen placed at our disposal. To our Ohio Synod, as the standard 
bearer of the pure Lutheran doctrine, God has opened the door every where 
among us; the harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. One 
of the first things to be done, is to secure Christian young men for our 
Practical Seminary. This will be an easy matter if the institution is in our 
midst, but it will be impossible to secure an adequate number when the in- 
stitution is so far away from our congregations. Furthermore mission 
stations must be established, but when established, they must also be 
properly supplied ; but for this the necessary ministers are wanting. Now 
if we had the Practical Theological Seminary in our midst, many congrega- 
tions could be gathered and firmly established through the assistance of the 

and students, which congregations would then by the help of 
God take an active interest in our institution. We ministers who are sta- 
tioned in the midst of this mission field, find ourselves in the unpleasant 
situation of knowing of many places where great mission work might be 
done, but are compelled to confine oursélves to the parts of the field 
already occupied, there being no prospect of securing the needed help for 
the prosecution of the work. A Practical Theological Seminary in our 
midst would be as good as to place at our disposal 20 or more ministers. 
And then our Practical Theological Seminary would have a number of 
students from our congregations and mission stations far exceeding the 
number under any other circumstances. The extreme necessity in con- 
nection with our mission work is what induces us to come before Joint 
Synod with the request: Place the Practical Theological Seminary in our 


midst. It is true, we are yet weak, being a new district, and have as yet ¥ 
done very little for the institutions of our Joint Synod, but we feel confi- - 
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dent that by this very means it would be made much easier to awaken a 
greater interest in the general welfare of our church. 

To this must yet be added that here in the Northwest expenses are 
much less than in the East. | 


Some inight indeed fear that by separating the Practical from the Theo- 


retical Seminary, a different spirit might develop in the two institutions to 
the detriment of synod. Experience teaches the opposite; where they are 
united, the institutions are sometimes subjected to difficulties arising from 
the boyish imprudence of the students, which would indicate that they 
were better separated. Only see to it that the proper professors be chosen 
for the institution, professors with a spirit of forbearance and devoted to the 
Lutheran Church, free from all narrow-mindedness and partiality, and God 
will then preserve unity of spirit in the two institutions. 

The Lord in mercy so direct the Hon. Joint Synod of Ohio that they 
may grant the request of the Northwestern District, and remove the Prac- 
tical Theological Seminary into our midst, and cause abundant fruits to 
result from such undertaking to the glory of His name and the welfare of 


our church. 
H. P. Dopore. 
J. E. 
Pam. Mueier. 
Afton, Washington Co., Minn., Sept. 27th, 1884. | 


The following is substantially what was said upon this 
subject : 

The question is: Shall the Practical Seminary be removed 
to the Northwest? and if so, shall it go to Afton, Minn., where 
the property referred to in the appeal, is located? _ 

The original object of the Practical Seminary was to supply 
the Northwest with pastors. The immediate wants of those 


parts are very great. It is a mission field white for the harvest. 


Hundreds of families are without the Word and Sacraments. 
All that is necessary to establish congregations is to collect the 
people together. They are anxiously waiting, some of them 


already a number of years. One of the brethren stated that in — 


8 days he had found 10 places with no less than 20 families at 
each place, who were desirous for the Word and Sacraments. 
Then immigration from Germany is largely to the Northwest. 
Towns are springing up in many places in an almost incredible 
short space of time, which indicates the rapid development of 
that country. This would indicate the great importance of the 


field. May the field not perhaps be left to the Missouri Synod, ~ 


they already partly occupying it? This we cannot do, inas- 
much as Missouri has fallen from the truth and has embraced a 
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doctrine that will eventually undermine the whole doctrine of 
salvation, Thev still retain many precious doctrines of the 
Lutheran Church, but the danger is that after a while, being 
consistent, they will fall entirely from the Lutheran faith. The 
Ev. Lutheran Joint Synod is at present that part of the Lu- 
theran Church which bears in every particular the banner of 
truth. That is why we belong to this synod and why we are 
laboring to advance its interests. We consider it our duty to 
occupy this field. Grand opportunities are offered, for which 
reason our responsibilities are great. 

Now in order to occupy this Northwestern field, we must 
have the Seminary in the field itself. Columbus is too far away 
for several reasons. The people cannot be interested in an in- 
stitution so far away, where they can. never see a professor or — 
student. The traveling expenses in sending a student from 
Dakota or Minnesota to Columbus is so great that very few 
could be found who would be able to meet the expense. Scarcely 
any students could then be expected for the Practical Semi- 
nary if retained at Columbus. 


Again the expenses at Capital University are far greater 
than they would be in the Northwest. The institution so far as 
provisions and fuel are concerned, would almost be supported by 
the people. What it would cost a student to travel to Columbus 
would pay his expenses for a year in this section. Furthermore 
it is not advisable to have the Practical and Theoretical Semi- 
naries combined. The past, experience at other places suffi- 
ciently establishes this. Neither is it advisable to educate men 
in Obio and accustom them to a higher standard of living than 
is found in the field in which they are expected to labor. 


_ Attention was called to possible developments that might 
be made if the Seminary were removed; that possibly by so 
doing the seed were sown that might develop into a new synod. 
Those men who have charge of this work were reared in a differ- 
ent synod, are they or will they be of the same spirit with us? 
Past experience teaches us to be precautious. To this it was re- 
plied that those brethren are one with us in spirit and besides, 
the institution will remain under the control of Joint Synod, 


_ which elects the professors and can at any time make changes if 


necessary. | 
Respecting the question: Whether Afton, Minn., would be 
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the proper place for the Seminary? Past. Duborg stated that he 
had already purchased a suitable building for the Seminary for 
$2000.00 and also 2 private residences for $1600.00. The insti- 
tution synod would be required to purchase, but the private 
residences can be rented if it should not be desirable to purchase 
them. The building is about 50x60 feet, with a tower 15x15 
feet. It is of brick, 3 stories high including the basement. The 
basement is built of cut stone and is 10 feet high, and would be 
suitable for kitchen and dining room. The second story is 12 
feet high and is divided into 2 recitation rooms, the third story 
is also 12 feet high and is one large hall. The building was 
erected in 1873 and is ina good condition. There is a bell in 
the tower. There are 80 seats in the building, a piano, a valu- 
able book case and a library. 


The building will cost synod $2000, the original cost Liellane 
been about $10.000. This amount will more than likely be 
raised in the Northwestern District, and possibly enough be- 
sides to purchase a professor’s residence. Afton-is in a healthy 
locality, built on the St. Croix river, and has excellent railroad 
accommodations. 


Attention was then called to certain difficulties that would 
be in the way of establishing a Seminary in the Northwest. 
We would be necessitated at once to call two new professors. 
Will our financial condition justify us in undertaking an enter- 
prise involving a large additional expense? The building itself 


is not arranged to accomodate students, but would require a 


large additional expense to provide rooms for the students. 


Moreover students would be sent to the Seminary not to 
missionate but to study. The present arrangement gives the 
students of the Practical Seminary opportunities to study cer- 
tain necessary branches with the college classes, a privilege they 
would not enjoy, if the change were made. 

After the whole subject had been thoroughly considered, 
synod resolved to remove the Practical Theological Seminary 
from Columbus, O., to Afton, Minn. 

It was resolved to call a professor and a housefather for this 
Seminary. The professor shall also be the director of the insti- 
tution. 


Past. H. Ernst of Michigan City, Ind. was by a rising and 
unanimous vote chosen to be the Professor and Director of the 
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ie Practical Seminary, Should. he refuse to accept the call ex- 

| i] tended to him, the Board of that institution shall have authority 

E to call some one else, but not without consulting the Faculty at 
Columbus. The housefather is to be chosen by the Board of 
Trustees of the institution. : 


The following persons were appointed as members of a tem- 
| porary Board of Trustees of the Practical Seminary, to serve 
i until the next meeting of Joint Synod: Pastors H. A, Allwardt, 
ie H. J. Doerrmann, J. Vollmar and H. P. Duborg, also Messrs. 
Friedrich and Hoyer of Seymour, Wis., and Mr. Bremer of 
Brownton, Minn, 

This Board together with the teachers of the Seminary shall 
make all the necessary arrangements in the institution and pre- 
pare a constitution to be laid before Joint Synod at its next 
meeting. 

The removal shall take place so soon as the necessary 
arrangements can be made, but with the understanding that 
those practical students who are expected to finish their course 
durjng the present scholastic year shall not be required to go to 
Afton. 
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REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (ON TEACHER'S 
SEMINARY). 


Your committee has in hand the report of the Board of Trustees of our — 
School Teacher’s Seminary located at Woodville,O. We beg leave to sub- 
mit the following: 
~ 1, We rejoice over the progress that has been made in this institu- 
tion. 
2. We approve the appointment of teacher Febr and also that of an 

English teacher. | 

8. We agree with the Board of Trustees, that an English professorship 
should necessarily be established, and herewith propose that an English 
professor be appointed. 
4.. We propose that in case no suitable person can be found among 
the members of the Board, for the office of treasurer, the Board be author- 
ized to choose some one not a member of the Board. 

5. The time of office of four members of the Board has expired, others 
must be elected in their place. 

6. We propose that in regard to boarding, arrangements be made in 
* our Teacher’s Seminary similar to those in Capital University, viz.: that a 
steward be appointed who shall purchase everything needed. We are of 
the opinion that such an arrangement will prove economical, especially if 
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in Woodville and in the neighboring congregations provisions be donated 
for this purpose; and we herewith request them to do so. 

‘aah Finally ‘we propose ‘that the report of the Board: of Trustees, to- 
gether with the reports of the treasuries be printed in our minutes. _ 


F. A. Grorn, J. H, Dozer ann, 
C.F. W. Baecut, 5S. 

E. A, Boman, J. L. Guvpen. 

A. | 


The first item called forth a lengthy discussion. This dis- 
cussion brought out the fact that the relation between the teach- 
ers at Woodville was not what it ought to be. The difficulties 
seemed to arise mainly from a difference of opinion respecting 
the government of the institution. The whole matter was 
finally referred to a committee consisting of the following per- 
sons: Professors M. Loy and F. W. Stellhorn, Pastors, W. Lin- 
senmann, ©. H. Rohe and G. F. H. Meiser, Teachers J. Gruber 
and A. Lindemann, Delegates H. J. Klingler and H. Ablers. 

This committee reported as follows: 


Your committee to whom the Woodville difficulties were entrusted 
would report the following: 

Your committee, after due deliberation upon the present state of things 
at Woodville, came to the conclusion that a harmonious co-operation on the 
part of the present teachers could not be expected. In order to obviate any 
further difficulties Director Huebner made the sacrifice and handed in his 
resignation as Director of the Teacher’s Seminary. This resignation is here- 
with referred to this synodical body. 


The following is Director Huebner’s resignation : 


To the Chairman of the Committee to the matters 
worthy of appointed to investigate 

To the committee appointed to investigate matters pertaining to the 
Teacher’s Seminary at Woodville, I would make the following declaration : 

Under the state of things as they now exist at Woodville, I do not see 
how I can further serve synod in my present office, for which reason I 
herewith lay down the office entrusted to me by synod two years ago; with 
the understanding that in order to arrange my own affairs, as well as to 
give the necessary time to my successor, I shall remain until December Ist. 

Under other circumstances I should cheerfully have served synod in 


this capacity, but in the present state of things it is not possible. 
C. 
Columbus, O., October 6th, 1884. | 


[It was remarked in thie connection that it would be an 
almost irreparable loss to the Woodville Seminary to accept 
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Director Huebner’s resignation, and yet what cam be done, inas- 
much as it cannot be expected that the present teachers will 
work together in harmony? After hearing what was to be said 
on the subject pro and con, the resignation of Director Huebner 
was accepted and the report of the committee on the Woodville | 
difficulties adopted. 

A new director must accordingly be chosen. The third 
item of the second committee’s report having been adopted an 
English professor must also be elected. The election of a direc- 
tor as well as that of an English professor is referred to the 
Board of Directors of the Woodville Seminary. In the choice 
of a director the Board is required to confer with the faculty of 


Capital University. 


The matter referred to in the fourth item of the committee’s 
report implies a change in the constitution of the Teacher’s 
Seminary. The Board of the institution was authorized to 
make the necessary change in paragraph 3, A. of the Statutes of 
the School Teacher’s Seminary. 

Past. H. J. Schuh, Teacher A. W. Lindemann and Messrs. 
B. Otten and Wm. Bruns were elected as members of the Board 
of Trustees of the Teacher’s Seminary. 

A committee, consisting of Prof. C. H. L. Schuette, Past. H. 
W. Mohrhoff and Teacher A. Krueger, having been appointed 
to offer certain resolutions respecting the admission of young 
men to the Teacher’s Seminary, reported as follows: 

The committee appointed by your honorable body to propose resolu- 


tions respecting the pecuniary conditions on which students are to be 
admitted to our School Teacher’s Seminary, beg leave to report the fol- 


lowing : 
Resolved, That the annual tuition be $25.00, boarding $2.00 per week, 
and that $15.00 be charged per year for current and incidental ad The. in- 


clusive. 

Resolved, That students having little or no means for self-support may 
be partly or wholly exempted from the payment of the amounts above 
named, provided that such studeuts obligate themselves to serye the 
Church within the bounds of our own synod. 


_ Resolved, That the execution of these resolutions be intrusted to the 
Faculty of the Seminary concerned. 

It having been thought desirable on the part of some to re- 
move the School Teacher’s Seminary from Woodville, the privi- 
lege was given to Past. L. W. Graepp of Toledo, O., to make 


certain propositions respecting the removal of the Teacher's — 


if | 
bs 
t 


Seminary to the city of Toledo. These are the propositions: 
There is a building within the city limits together with five lots 
for sale, for the sum of $4500.00. Most of this amount would 
likely be collected in Toledo. The building is three stories high 
and is frame. ‘There are fourteen rooms on the second floor and 


fourteen rooms on the third floor. The building was erected in | 


1873 and is in good condition. The time for the payments 
would be left with synod. The congregation more directly in- 
terested in these propositions does not yet belong to synod, but 
will likely soon unite with it. In this congregation there is a 
parochial school numbering 138 children and a Sunday school 


of about 850 children. Besides this congregation there are two — 


other large congregations in the city served by pastors of our 


The final decision of synod was that the School Teacher’s 
Seminary should remain at Woodville, O. 


- REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SCHOOL 
‘TEACHER'S SEMINARY AT WOODVILLE, 0. 


Dear Brethren in Christ! 

Grace and peace be unto you! Two years have already passed since 
the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and other States, appointed 
this Board. During that time many changes have taken place. A faithful 
member God has taken to Himself in heaven. In memory of our sainted 
brother, Past. Schlenker, the Board adopted resolutions of respect at the 
proper time. The vacancy made by his death was filled by the appoint- 
ment of Past. Poppen. 

Respecting the present condition of the Seminary, we can report that 
_ there are at present 21 students in the institution, of whom 10 constitute 

the higher, and 11 the lower class. Two students act also as tutors. 

Three teachers are laboring in the training of these 21 young men, to 
wit, Director Huebner, Teacher Fehr, and the Principal of the Public 
Schools of Woodville, Mr. Loveland. The last named gentleman teaches 
the English language, 1} hours each day after 4 o’clock. 

The Board would accordingly call the attention of this honorable body 
to the necessity of giving our future teachers a more thorough training in 
the English language, than is possible under the existing circumstances. 
We desire therefore to call the attention of synod to the necessity of estab- 
lishing an English professorship. 

The Board called, as teachers in the Seminary, Past. G. Cronenwett, 
Teacher Fehr and Mr. Baker, Principal of the Public Schools (now Love- 
land). 

and Mr, $10.00 weeny. 
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We pay $50.00 annually for rent. Every student pays $2.00 a week for 
his boarding. Mr. R. Hartmann purchased 6 acres of land at $200.00 an 
acre, with the understanding that the Seminary buildings be erected upon 

Financially the institution is not in a good condition, and it becomes 
the painful duty of the Board to complain that the important cause of our 
institution has not received the general encouragement it could or should 
have received. This will appear especially from the accompanying treasury 
reports. The several treasury books have been examined and found 
correct. | 

The Board desires to present to you for consideration the following 
from its minutes (p. 16. 17), and request your honorable body to change the 
statutes of the Teacher’s Seminary, viz. : 


a) That the executive committee of the Teacher’s Seminary always 
consist of persons living near the institution ; 


b) empowered to elect as 4 
near the tution, though such person a mem 
the Board of Trustees. 


We also beg leave to state that the term of office of Past. Groth, Teacher 
A. Krueger and Messrs. H. Schroeder and Fr. Niemann, has expired and 
new members are to »e elected in their stead. 
In conclusion we would ask synod how to meet the present deficiency 
in the Seminary treasury ? 
In behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
Most respectfully, 


Rost. O. 
Columbus, O., September 30, 1884. mais 


By resolution of synod the above Board of Trustees were re- 
quested to report during the sessions of the present synodical 
convention respecting the necessity of erecting new buildings 
for the Seminary. The following 1s their report: 


The Board of Trustees of the School Teacher's Seminary would beg — 
leave to present for your consideration the following propositions: 

1. We renew our resolution according to which a new Seminary build- 
ing is to be erected. 

2. The building shall not cost more than $8000.00, of which amount 
$3510.45 are already secured. Of these subscriptions $1701.05 have already 
been collected. 

8. The erection of the new buildings shall not begin until $6000.00 
have been secured. 

4. Respecting the building plan, the Board of Trustees shall confer 
with the Faculty of the School Teacher’s Seminary and the Faculty of our 
institutions at Columbus. 

In the name of the Board of Trustees, 


Most respectfully 
Avueust Sec’y. pro 
This report was adopted. 
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REPORT OF THE SEVERAL TREASURIES OF THE TEACHER'S 
SEMINARY AT WOODVILLE, 0, 


I. Treasury of the Seminary. 


From Jan. Ist, 1888 to Sept. 30th, $88 69 
Transferred ‘from Baildig Fe Pund .. 
Transferred from 


Il. Beneficiary Treasury. 
From Aug. S3ist, 1882 to Aug. 3ist, 1883: received....... ....... $27 95 


Expended to Beneficiaries. ........ 18 78 


From Aug. 3ist, 1883 to Aug. 8ist, 1884: 
Collections 


Expended 


Theee $12.76 have been transferred to the Treasury of 


IV. Building Fund, 


a 

$53 20 
~ ay 


34 — 


Transferred from this Fund to the Treasury of the Seminary........ $106 11 
Loaned at 6 per cent 1000 00 


V. Treasury of “Die Christliche Gemeindeschule”’. 


From Sept. Ist, 1882 to Aug. 3ist, 1884: cash on hand... ...... $100 66 
For 1882—1888 on subscriptions. ... ....,..0. 472 
For 1883—1884 on subscriptions....... ............ « 671 62 


Indebted to our Agemt J. L. Tramger ... 08 


Woodville, O., September 30th, 1884. 


The entire report of second committee together with all the 
reports pertaining to the Woodville Seminary were adopted. 


REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (ON MISSIONS). 


1. Your committee has in hands the report of Pastor H. A. Schmidt, 
Treasurer of Foreign Missions. There have been received into said treas- 
ury from Oct. 18th 1882 to Oct. lst 1884 $1251.29. Of this amount there has 
been expended $1001.50, leaving in the treasury $249.79. This sum is di- 
vided as follows: For Jewish missions $174.90, for Foreign missions $74.89. 

Your committee carefully examined the report and found it correct. 
We would also suggest Past. H. A. Schmidt’s reelection as treasurer of 
Foreign Missions. 

2. Your committee has in hands a letter from Past. F. N. Wolf of New 
Tecoma, Washington Ter., in which he asks for further aid in the erection 
of a new church for his : eedy congregation. 

This request of Past. Wolf will receive the proper attention, if synod 
will assent to the resolution of the Eastern District, according to which a 
Building Board on the plan of the English District, be called into existence 
by Joint Synod, which matter we recommend to the earnest consideration 
of synod. 

8. Your committee has further in hands a petition for support from 


‘Past. C. Buechler of Carleton, Neb. 


Although this petition was directly addressed to the Missionary Board 


of the Northern District, it furnishes us occasion to recommend to synod 


the. consideration of some plan according to which our missionary work 
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may be carried on more successfully than hitherto. Although each district 
has its own missionary board and each district knows its own needs 


best, yet we think Joint Synod should take the matter in hands and.estab- 


lish one missionary treasury into which all monies for home missions shall 
flow. We therefore recommend that a commission of five be appointed to 
serve for the term of two years, this commission to have charge of all col- 
lections for home missions throughout Joint Synod. This includes monies 
contributed for the Church Building Fund, No monies belonging either to 
the Church Building Fund or to the Missionary Treasury shal! be paid out 
without the recommendation of the committee on missions of that district 
in which the congregation making application may be. The General Com- 


mission on Missions has the final decision in every application for money. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. W. Werper, E. L. 8. Tress, 
J. Vortman, J. Bavcn, 
J. Brox, H. 
D. Horrman, 


The entire report was adopted, according to which Joint 
Synod makes the work of Home Missions her own, establishes a 
General Missionary Treasury, adopts the Church Building Plan 
of the English District, and appetites a Ganeaes Commission on 
Home Missions. 

This Commission for the eiinn two years  condtiits of Pas- 
tors C. H. Rohe, J. Beck, 0. 8. Oglesby, H. L. Schuh and Prof. 
Theo. Mees, 


REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (ON PUBLICATIONS). 


Your committee has in hands the report of the Publication Board, and 
respectfully submits the following : 

1. We express our sincere gratification over the prosperous condition 
of our Book Concern. 

2. Inasmuch, however, as no particular report of our agent, covering 
the term of the past two years, lies before us, we move that such a report 
be made from the published statements and be printed in the minutes. 

8. With reference to the publication of German and English copy- 
books, we move that this be done without delay; that however the pro- 
posed copies be first submitted to the faculty of our Seminary at Woodville 
for examination and approval. 

4. Touching the publication of German arid English school books we 
would simply refer synod to the adopted resolution to publish a series of 
school books. (See Minutes of 1882, pages 34 and 35). 

_ §& Concerning the publication of a collection of sermons in the Eng- 
lish language we move that such an enterprise be immediately undertaken, 
and that the venerable President of Joint Synod be asked either to furnish 


the requisite material himself, or at least to serve as editor in its compilation. 
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4 _ 6. With respect to the publication of the Weimar Bible, we move that 
‘ee this great enterprise be only then begun, when a suitable person can be 
- found. who shall be able to give his time and attention especially to this | 
Paa labor, and that the work then successively appear in small volumes. 


7. We move that an English translation of the recently revised edition | 
of the Dietrich Catechism be forthwith published. The preparation of the 
F same shall be left to our theological Faculty. 
: 8. We recommend the publication of so-called “ Lesson-Leaves” for 
Sunday schools, in the English language. In these special reference shall 
be had to the Perecopes for the respective Sundays, to the Catechism, to 
| biblical history, and to our hymnology. 
* 9. Since our book business has largely increased, and the present ac- 
' commodations no longer suffice, we move that our Book Concern rent more 
suitable rooms, with the restriction, however, that the increase of the busi- 


3 ness shall not necessitat: borrowed capital. It is however not the sense of 

: f your committee that this change shall mean the establishment of a promis- 

; r cuous book-store, inasmuch as this would not accord with the original de- 
7 sign of synod. 

i} 10. Inasmuch as it hath pleased the Lord to call the late editor of the 

ii Child’s Paper, Past. H. A. Becker, to his eternal rest, we move that this 

: ah position be filled by the election of Pastor G. W. Lose. The remuneration 

— ey shall continue the same as heretofore. We also move that the mailing of 

¢ 4 this as well as of all our other periodicals be done by our agent from 

1 11. The relation of the Publication Board to the Editing Committee 

Bi shall be, that the former shall decide as to the desirability of the publica- 

4 tion of a pamphlet or book in general, and the latter as to its doctrinal 


character. No book or other publication shall issue from our Concern, 
whose contents have not been inspected and approved by the Editing Com- 
mittee. 

12. With respect to our periodicals, we move that no change be made, 
and that the distribution of labor in connection therewith be left as hereto- 
fore, to the Editing Committee. 

18. Touching the subscription price of the “ Lutheran Standard,” we 
move that it continue the same as heretofore. 

14. We move that two further members be added to the Board of Pub- 
lication, consisting of expert business men. 

15, Resolved that the election of the members of the Board take 
place now. | 

16. We move the re-election of the present agent. 


17. Finally we move that the report of the Board be’published in the 
minutes. 


Respecting item 8 of this report synod decided to publish 
the “Lesson Leaves” also in the German language. 


Under item 12 it was decided that synod should apportion 
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the work on the periodicals. Prof. ¥. W. Stellhorn was ap- 


pointed chief editor of “Kirchenzeitung” and “ Zeitblaetter”; 
Prof, E, Schmid remains news editor of “Kirchenzeitung” and 
Prof. E. A, Boehme is assistant editor. Prof. M. Loy is chief 
editor of “Standard” and Dr. G. H. Schodde assistant editor. 
Prof. C. H. L. Schuette was appointed chief editor of the “ Maga- 
zine.” 


Under item 18 it was decided to reduce the subscription 


price of the “ Lutheran Standard” to $2.00. 


All the members of the Board were re-elected. The two 
additional members are to be chosen by the Board. 

Rev. J, L. Trauger continues to be the agent of the Book 
Concern. — 

The entire report as amended was adopted. 

Respecting the publication of an English Liturgy, it was re- 
solved to refer the matter to the Publication Board. 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION BOARD OF THE LUTHERAN 
BOOK CONCERN OF COLUMBUS, O., OCT. 1, 1884. 


To the Brethren of Joint Synod, Greeting ! 

Since the establishment of our Book Concern, four years ago, we have 
been prospered. We have not advanced rapidly, but surely. We are 
firmly established financially and in the confidence of the people. Step by 
step we are advancing, hoping afterwhile to aid in the support of our insti- 
tutions of learning to a much larger extent than is done at present. 

The only support our Book Concern renders Capita! University at 
present is the surplus of the “ Kirchenzeitung” and “Standard.” It would 
not be prudent either for the present to do more. 

The financial standing of the establishment will be reported by our 


The following will show synod the doings of the past two years: 

1. On November 14th, 1882, the persons appointed by synod, met and 
organized by appointing Past. C. H. Rohe chairman, and the undersigned 
secretary. We have held in all 28 meetings. 

2. The Board has been requiring quarterly reports from the agent, and 
through its executive committee, has examined the books of the agent 
whenever such report was made. The result has been satisfactory each 
time. 

8. The Augustana Conference of Stark and other counties has trans- 
ferred all its tracts and monies to the Lutheran Book Concern. 

4. The following has been published since our last report: 

a) Almanacs in German and English for 1884 and 1885; 
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}) Liturgies for Christmas in German and English ; 

d) German Liturgy for the Church ; 

e) A Sunday School Hymnal; 

J) Justification by Faith ; 

g) A German Catechism ; : 

h) Der Kinder liebstes Weinachtsbuechlein ; 

i) Liebliche Weihnachtageschichten fuer Yung und Alt; 

j) Ten Parables of Christ, Explained for the Young, in German 
and English ; 

k) Weinachtsbuch, etc. ; 

l) A Christmas Picture Book for Children, in German and English ; 

m) Geschichten fuer die Feiertage. 


5. The following things should be published in the near future: 
a) School books both in German and English. 

Remark: An effort has been made to secure manuscript for « 
German Primer, but without success. The Board also asks 
synod for advice respecting the publication of German and 
English Copy-Books. 

b) An English book of original sermons (see resolution of English 

District). 

c) An English translation of the Weimar Bible, especially of the 

New Testament. 

Remark: See Joint Synod Minutes of 1882, p. 40. The Board 
asks synod to discharge the present committee of six, 
appointed to translate the Weimar Bible, they being too 
much scattered for work, and recommends the appoint- 
ment of a committee of th >. 


d) Am English translation of our German Catechiam, just pub- 
lished. 


e) Lesson Leaves for Sunday Schools. 


6. We desire to call the attention of synod to the propriety of having 
our book store on the first floor. 


7. Wewould further recommend to your earnest consideration whether 
the time has not come when of necessity we must appoint a person to take 
charge of the literary work of synod? The faculty of our institutions and 
a number of other members of synod have been burdened with this work, 
until they have become unwilling that it should continue thus much longer. 
Moreover, much work is done superficially, and still more remains undone 
because there is no one to attend to it. 


8. The editor of our Lutheran Child’s Paper having been called to his 
eternal rest, it will be necessary for synod to appoint a new editor. 

9. As there has been some uncertainty respecting the duties of this 
Board, as well as the duties of the editing committee, you are requested at 
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this meeting of synod to define the respective duties of these two com- 
mittees, and the relation they are to sustain to each other. 

10. We would recommend that the Columbus Magazine and Theo 
logische Zeitblaetter be each reduced to one-half their present size, and 
that the price of each journal be fixed at $1.00 per year. 

11. We would further recommend that the price of the Standard be 
reduced to $2.00 annually. : | 

12. A publication board is to be appointed at this meeting. 

13. We would recommend the reelection of our present agent. 


14. The minutes of our proceedings are submitted for inspection. 
D. Simon, Sec’y of Board. 


SUMMARY STATEMENT OF THE LUTHERAN BOOK CONCERN 
FROM APRIL ist, 1882 TO APRIL Ist, 1884. 


ASSETS. 

Type, paper, ete. on hand ‘April 8178 18 
Cash on hand April Ist, 1883... 10 

Accounts receivable April ist, 4343 84 

LIABILITIES. 

Net in for the ‘Ist, 1882 and A pril 18838 


st, 1883 
Net a for the year beginning April 1st, 1863 and ending April 4987 48 


Net gain for both years ..... cee $8856 18 18 
REPORT OF THE “LUTHERAN STANDARD” AND “ KIRCHEN- 
ZEITUNG” FROM APRIL ist, 1882 TO APRIL Ist, 1884. 
Amount received for Standard for the two years......... $6018 17 


$12969 89 
Net gain for Standard and $3095 7h 
Net gain of Book Comcern ......... 8856 18 


89 
J. L. TRAUGER, Agent. 
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REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (ON ORPHAN’S HOME). 


Your committee, to whom were referred the report of the President 
of the Board of Directors of the Wernle Orphan’s Home, the Minutes of 
the Board and the Treasurer’s report, rejoice to be able to state that our 
Orphan’s Home at Richmond, Ind., is in a flourishing condition, that the 
blessing of God rests upon our work there and that we have reason to ac- 


knowledge that God hath done great things for us. May the Christian love 


of our congregations continue and increase, and may God richly bless those 
directly engaged in the work of the Home. 

Your committee calls attention to the following in the several reports 
and minutes: 

1. Respecting the reception of diseased or crippled children into the 
Home, to which the President of the Board refers in his report, your com- 
mittee does not regard the Home, in its present arrangement, adapted to 
receive such children. 

2. As to the calling of a teacher for the Home; we rejoice that the 
Board has secured such an efficient teacher in the person of Mr. Zinsser. 

3. As to the question of the incorporation of Joint Synod in the State 
of Indiana, in order that synod may directly hold her property in said 
State, we would ask what has been done in the matter? 

4. As to an annual statistical report of the Home, we suggest that the 
Board be authorized to furnish such a report in Church papers some weeks 
before Christmas. 

5. As to the Asylum for the aged and infirm which originally was de- 
signed to be connected with the Orphan’s Home, we are of the opinion that 
inasmuch as it has been found impracticable to have the two combined, and 
inasmuch as synod should not fail to care for the aged and infirm, prelimi- 
nary steps be now taken to establish such an Asylum separate from the 
Orphan’s Home. 


Received to Oct. dst, 1884... eee ee ee ce 11673 70 
11866 74 
Expended to Oct. Ist, 1884...... ......... 
Indebtedness, notes without interest...... ............ . 
: 7. Two members are to be elected to the Board as the term of office 
of two has expired. 
] 8. Finally we move that the report of the President of the Board be 
printed in the minutes of synod. 
Respectfully, 
G. W. A. Bowman, 
H. A. Scumupr, D, WHONSETLER, 
R. Gratz, Jostan Trump, 
Ww. F. 
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Item 5 was laid on the table with the remark that it would 
certainly be better to have such an Asylum separate from the 


_ Orphan’s Home. There was no time to enter upon the consider- 
ation of the subject. 


There was re-elected as a member of the Board of this insti- 


tution Mr. H. Ketter. The other member is to be added by the 
Board itself. 


Mr, H. Keetter was appointed to secure the incorporation of 
our synod in the State of Indiana. 


The report of the committee was adopted. 


- REPORT OF WERNLE ORPHAN’S HOME, 


Near Richmond, Fnd., from Oct. 18, 1882 to Oct. 1, 1884. 
To tas Ev. Lora. Sywop or Onto aps. States. 

In laying before your honorable body this report of our Orphan's 
Home I am thankful to God, who has so abundantly blessed this institution 
with so many temporal and spiritual benefits in the past two years, and 
who has been our sun and shield in so many gloomy hours and troubles up 
to the present day. Verily, the Lord hath done great things for us, where- 
of we are glad. He will not suffer the righteous to lack for anything. By 
His goodness we have been spared, so that not a single death has occurred 
at the Orphan’s Home in the past two years. Yet it pleased the Lord to 
send sickness to the worthy Matron of the Home, so that she had to suffer 


several weeks, but God who is faithful heard our prayers and helped us far 
above what we could ask or think. 


The sanitary condition of the children has been excellent. Occasionally 
a few cases of intermittent fever and the consequences of sudden changes 
of the weather soon passed over leaving us in safety. The faithful Lord 
has also protected the Home against dangers by fire and other dangers. 
Although about 200 window panes were broken in consequence of a hail- 
storm, yet this loss is hardly worth mentioning, when we take into account 
the many blessings God has bestowed upon us. 


The deportment of the children has been satisfactory. May the 
Lord bless the Christian discipline to the oo welfare of the orphans, 
and may He preserve to the Home the worthy Superintendent and Matron, 
both of whom are specially gifted for their respective positions and have 
loving hearts for the orphans. 

In this institution, a home in the fullest sense of the word, has been 
provided for orphans; for here they daily learn God’s holy Word. The 
larger children, numbering 89, are daily instructed most ably and efficiently 
in the school conducted by the worthy teacher, Mr. Julius Zinsser, and are 
besides this required diligently to attend public worship. 
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In addition to this, the discipline constantly exercised by the Superin- 
tendent, Matron and School Teacher id of a truly Christian character. And if 
we furthermore consider, that the little ones are required to perform differ- 
ent labors, according to their capacities, and instructed in different branches 
which may be necessary to their future success in life, we are forcibly im- 
pressed with the truth, that the labor which is here bestowed on these 
orphans is one of the mdst important parts of our Home Mission work. 
Here the seed for eternity is sown, and eternity itself will once reveal the 
fruits of these labors, at the sight of which angels rejoice with us. For 
God’s Word, according to His promise, cannet return unto Him void. 


There has been no lack of food and clothing nor of anything necessary 
for sustaining life. Our faithful God has, it is true, not given us a super- 
fluity, yet we have always had sufficient for our wants. Up to the present 
time the expenditures have not overbalanced the receipts. May this con- 
tinue so in the future! To this end may the Lord in mercy increase the 
number of friends of the poor and forsaken orphans, and may He also 
grant, that the gifts for the home may steadily increase, which, owing to 
the constantly increasing number of children taken into the Home, is abso- 
lutely necessary, if we desire to keep out of debt. The detailed account of 
the Treasurer shows us, with what great care the financial condition of the 
Home is managed, and especially, how care is exercised, not to tax the lib- 
erality of the givers unnecessarily. 

The number of children in the Home, to whom we were permitted to 
show our love and benevolence, as given in the report of 1882, was 100. 
During the two years just past there were received into the Home 15 boys, 
11 girls and 2 old people; total 28 new inmates. There were bound out by 
indenture and dismissed 23 children. The number of children now in the 
Home is 103, 59 boys and 44 girls. Of the confirmed children 3 boys have 
been furnished with employment in Rev. P. A. Peter’s charge, and one boy 
has found a home in Richmond,—all are in Christian families. A. Nicklas 
is studying in Columbus, and E. Stein is learning a trade in Richmond. 
Two boys have been returned to their father, and two others have been 
provided for by the Superintendent. Of the 6 girls, one has returned to 
her father, another is employed in a Christian family in Richmond, belong- 
ing to the congregation there, and the others are employed as servants in 
the Orphan’s Home, receiving of course a proper remuneration. All the 
boys, bound out by us by indenture receive monthly wages, which is care- 
fully kept for them by the Treasurer of the Home. 

Nearly one-third of the dren are such, as have been deprived of 
both parents; others have lost either the one or the other, whilst some 
of the children have been forsaken. In school the children make good 
progress in both languages, as well as in all the other branches taught, and 
the school discipline is excellent. During the past summer students as- 
sisted in teaching, and now the Superintendent has appointed L. Nicklas as an 
assistant. The Superintendent himself imparts catechetical instruction and 
the children attend lectures in Richmond about 4 weeks, in company with 
the class of the congregation and all are confirmed together. 
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Among the assistants at the Home but few changes have occurred. 
The Matron is assisted by a cook, 4 confirmed orphan girls and 8 older 
women. The live stock consists of 2 horses, 4 cows, 27 hogs, 2 dogs and 50 
chickens, ducks and turkeys. The yield of the 20 acres of land and of the 
garden was very good, notwithstanding the drought. 

Several improvements have been made; a commodious stable, with a 
corn-crib and wagon-shed has been built and various changes, both neces- 
sary and useful, were made in the house. 

I would hardly know when to close, were I to report all the manifold 
doings connected with this institution. But one word more brethren and 
friends: He, who would see a healthy, joyful, thankful, loving and obedient 
child-life, let him visit our Orphan’s Home. We there see everywhere the 
evidences of the divine blessing, resting upon the labors bestowed on this 
institution. And so we will cheerfully commend this work of saving orphan 
children anew to our faithful Lord, and also to al) those, who up to this 
time have made this work their own by their help, hoping that they will 
again be assured, that they have furthered a work well pleasing unto God. 
And for all the gifts we have received we express our sincere thanks, and 
pray, that the Lord may graciously reward the givers. 

But above all, we would offer up thanksgiving unto the Lord our 
Savior, for all these testimonies of His inexpressible grace, with which He 


- has again assured us, that they who are not ashamed of His Gospel and 


hope for salvation through Him alone, shall not be put to shame. To Him, 


the true, the eternal Friend of little children, be this Orphans’ Home com- 


mended for all future time! 

In connection with this report, I would respectfully present the follow- 
ing question for the consideration of synod, namely: How shall the Board 
of Directors act in a case, where application is made for the reception of a 
diseased or crippled child into the home? 

Finally it is my duty to inform Joint Synod, that the terms of office of 
Rey. C. F. W. Brecht and Mr. H. Keetter, as members of the Board of 
Directors have expired. 

The name of the Lord be praised. Blessed be the Lord of Zion, who 
dwelleth in Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 


Richmond, Ind., Oct. 1, 1884. 


REPORT OF THE SIXTH OOMMITTEE (ON TREASURERS’ REPORT.) 


Your committee, to whom the report of the Treasurer of our Joint 
Synod was givca for examination, begs leave to report: that they have 
carefully examined the receipts and expenditures—the latter of which are 
all verified by vouchers—and have found the whole account correct; and 
since the Treasurer, at the close of his report, has added some remarks 
worthy of consideration, your committee would propose that the entire 


report as presented be printed in our minutes. 


H. Wickemeyer. 


J W. J, 
ACOB 
J. Domnzreer, C. G. Reicuzrr. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF JOINT SYNOD. 


A. Receipis. Ocromgk 4, 1884. 


JB. from Nov. 16; 1882 to Oct. 1, 1884. 
To J. L. Trauger, on account with Synodical Treasury .......... grounds 
To Directors of our Institutions in Colembas, traveling expenses... 
To Directors of Woodville , trave OX POMBCB cee 
To Directors of Orphans’ Home, Richmond ., traveling expenses. 
To Committee on translating Weimar Bible, traveling expenses..... 
Postage and sundry 


Due to Treasurer October 1, 1884 ccs $8 45 
H. Treasurer of Joint Synod. 


The Undersigned would courteously beg leave to make the following 
remarks: Since the last settlement, October 16, 1882 three apportionments 
were made and sent to the different District Treasurer’s. The first appor- 
tionment, February 10, 1883 amounted to $661, at the rate of $3 for each 
pastoral charge. The second apportionment, December 4, 1883 amounted 
to $284,50 at the rate of $1.50 for each pastor. If all of these sums bad 
been paid into the Treasury, I should have been able to meet all demands 
punctually. But since some Districts came short of their dues about $200, 
I felt compelled to issue a third apportionment, Aug. 12, 1884 amounting 
to $618 at $3 for each pastor. But of this apportionment only a few dollars 
have been paid im. And I believe it would be better to make but two ap- 
portionments in 2 years, and I am convinced that the money required 
could be easily raised if the respective Treasurer’s of our Districts would 
send to their respective pastors an apportionment in accordance with the 
amount required to meet our obligations. 


H. 


REPORT OF THE SEVENTH OOMMITTEE. 


On Questions Pertaining to the English Translation of our Catechiam. 
Your committee has in hand a communication from the First English 


District, having reference to certain defects in the existing English 
tion of our catechism. 
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We would suggest the following changes: 

1. That on page 16 at the end of the petitions the conclusion of the 
Lord’s Prayer be inserted in the same form in which it is found in our late 
edition of the German catechism. 

2. That on page 28, fifth line from above the word “as” be stricken 
out. 

8. That on page 17, tenth line from below “simple” be changed into 
“simply.” 

4 That on page 18, under Fourthly, the word “again” be stricken out 
and the passage be made to read, “and that a new man should daily come 
forth and arise.” 

5. That on page 18 in the answer to the question, ‘ What is the office 4 
of the Keys?” the words “unto them” be stricken out,and that thecom- 
necting particle “and” be substituted for “ but.” 


For want of time this subject could not receive the neces- 
sary attention, for which reason the whole report, together with 
the communication from the English District, is referred to our 
Theological Faculty at Columbus. 


REPORT OF THE EIGHTH COMMITTEE (ON PASTOR'S WIDOWS 
AND ORPHAN’S FUND). 


Your committee has in hands the report of the Treasurer of the Pas- 
tor’s Widows and Orphans’ Treasury and several other documents pertain- 
ing to this treasury. Your committee reports as follows: 

1. The accounts of the Treasurer, Past. G. F. H. Meiser, have been 
examined aud found correct. 
| 2. Petitions for support have been presented by five widows, viz. Mrs. 
A. H. Schulze, Mrs. C. A. Nunemacher, Mrs. F. zur Muehlen, Mrs. Theo. 
Ebert and Mrs. H. A. Becker. Your committee would recommend that 
synod authorize the managing directors judiciously to determine the amount 
to be given to these respective widows, they to be governed by the money 
in the treasury: 

3. The teachers of our synod request that also the widows and orphans 
of teachers be supported out of this treasury. Your committee would pro- 
pose that such request be granted, and that in the future the treasury be 
called The Treasury of Widows and Orphans of Pastors and Teachers. 

4. To enable synod to meet the increased demand on this treasury, 
your committee would move that every pastor and teacher annually pay 
into this treasury $2.00, and that the congregations be also encouraged to 
support this treasury by their contributions. 

5. Your committee would also respectfully call synod’s attention to 
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G. 
G. T. Coopzrarper, 
E. Pretrrer. 


the fact, that the term of office of one of the Board of Managers of this 
treasury, viz. that of Past. H. Wickemeyer, has expired. 

be printed in the minutes. Respectfully, 


The entire report was adopted. 
Pastor H. Wickemeyer was reelected as a member of th 
Board of Managers of this treasury. 


OF PASTORS ‘WIDOWS ABD 


The undersigned would present to the consideration of Joint Synod the 


following : 

Balance on hand Oct. 18, 1882........ ....... 
$588 58 

Forwarded to Mra. H. A. $8300 00 

—— $75 00 
Balance in treasury $118 58 

October 1, 1884. G. F. H. 


REPORT OF THE NINTH COMMITTEE (ON EXCUSES). 


Tour comanittes ‘hes im hands the exenses.of congeegntions, ‘pastors, 
delegates and teachers, and moves the following: 

Lawrenceburg, Ind., Washington, D. C., Steubenville, O., St. Stephen's in 
Dearborn Oo., Ind., Holland, Ind., St. Paul in Allegheny, Pa., Welga, Ill. 
Lordstown, O., Oak Harbor, O., Past. Hoerr’s congregation at. Baltimore, Md. 


. Siegrist, C. G. Mehrtens, E: Kornbaum, OC. 
Lilje, P. Raether, J. G. . Buechier, H. Eisenbach, P. H. Holtermann, 
H. R. Ernst, A. Vockrodt, F. Besel, W. Buehring, F. Schulz, P. 8. Swine- 
hart, F. C. Becker, “. ©. Weber, M. F. Lauffer and E. Dittmer. | 

8. That the following teachers be excused: P. A. Dapper and J. J. 
rs 4. That for non-attendance the following pastors be not excused: M. 
ip C. Heeht, F. Schiedt, Geo. Baughman, G. Yung and J. Siermanns. 
Hoerr, A. Ebert and G. Sutter. 
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6. That the following be excused for leaving before the close of synod: 
Pastors J, Bauch, G. Schmogrow, J. M. Meissner, G. H. Trebel, P. A. Peter, 
C. F. Reitz, M. H. Hockman and C. Schmidt. 

7. The following pastors did not even deem it worth while to send in 

excuse ; H. F. Belser, E. H. Johannsen, C. Raths, H. Willert, H. Freese, 

F. Deias, H. D. Kraehling, C. Volz, F. N. Wolf, D. Hahn, A. 

. G. Doepken, 8. Baechler, G. Weber, A. B. Kuldel, W. 

. ©. Huffman, G. M. Schmucker, R. Knoll, C. Pitzler, G. Kranz, A. 
A. Hahn, J. A. Lautenschlager, G. M. Hunt, W. L. Carpenter, J. 
J. H. Johannes and A. Liefeld. That these brethren should 


REPORT OF THE TENTH COMMITTEE (ON ERECTION OF 
FEMALE SEMINARY). 


Your committee has in hands the following resolutions adopted by the 
Firet English District during its seasion last Jane: 


1. “Resolved, That we favor the founding of a Normal School for both 
sexes, and that the medium of instruction be the English language. 


2. Resolved, That we refer the matter to Joint Synod for action at its 
next meeting.” 


Your committee heartily favors the founding of a Normal School as 
above described ; but in view of the pressing business before synod at this 
meeting, and in view of the fact that such an institution is especially de- 
sired by the pastors and congregations of our English Districts, we move 
that this matter be referred back to the First English District, which is 
hereby authorized to act in connection with the other English District, as 
they may deem best. G. Drtimay, E. Garren, 

A. H, Fetpmax, F, 


The whole matter was referred back to the First English 
District, with instructions to report more specifically what kind 
of an institution is wanted. 


REPORT OF THE ELEVENTH COMMITTEE (ON MINUTES). 


Your committee bas examined the minutes of the different districts of 
our synod, but has found nothing referring to this body, that has not al- 
ready received attention. 

H. L. Ripewourn, Sr. 
H. J. Fr. Vorz, 
A, 


REPORT OF THE TWELFTH COMMITTEE (ON MANUSCRIPT FOR 
A GERMAN PRIMER. 


Your committee has in hands the manuscript of a German Primer, 
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be reproved for neglecting even to send in an excuse need scarcely be men- 
tioned. F. W. Atrnorr,  L. VocErsana, 
©. Scumupr, 
This report was adopted. 
_ prepared by Teacher Aug. Lindemann. 


This manuscript has been carefully and skillfully prepared; but inas- 
much as we have not had the time to examine it thoroughly, we 
move the following: : 


1. That synod appoint a committee, which committee may consist of 
the members of the Publication Board, with instructions carefully to ex- 
amine this manuscript, if necessary make changes, after consulting the 
author, and then have the same published through our agent. : 

2 That the Publication Board be authorized properly to remunerate 
Teacher Lindemann for his labor. 


| J. Horrr. 
This report was adopted, and the manuscript referred to the 


Publication Board. 


OTHER MATTERS, NOT INCLUDED IN COMMITTEE 
REPORTS. 


1. Father H. Lang, who had just returned from a visit to 
Lancaster, O., proposed the following 


RESOLUTION OF RESPECT: 


Inasmuch as a member of this synod recently visited our 
worthy and beloved Father C. Spielman, and administered the 
Holy Supper to him and his affectionate wife, and 


Inasmuch as Rev. C. Spielman sends hearty greetings and 
bids God-speed to our synod, therefore 

Resolved, that we feel ourselves obligated to respond to his 
manifestation of love, and herewith call to mind, in gratitude, 
the great service he has rendered our institutions and our syn 
and implore for him and wish him the richest blessings of G 
in his old age (75 years) and in his bodily affliction, and we 
_pray God that He may abundantly reward our worthy brother 
for the self-sacrificing service he has rendered us, here in time 


and hereafter in eternity, through our Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 


This resolution was adopted by a rising vote. 

2. Past. H. J. Schuh, secretary of the Northern District, 
presented to synod a form for Parochial Reports, such form, 
though originally intended for the Northern District, is presented 
to Joint Synod for adoption that uniformity may be attained 
in statistical reports throughout the entire Joint Synod. The 
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form was submitted to a committee consisting of Pastors C. 
Adam, F; W. Seitz and Th. Jeger. Without hearing any report 
from the committee, there being no time to enter upon the dis- 
cussion of the matter, the form was handed back to its author. 


8. Prof. E. A. Buhme feeling somewhat uncertain repect- 
ing his relation to our institutions @fter the removal of the 
Practical Seminary, asked for information. Synod resolved that 
his title as the Fourth Theological Professor, should remain as 
before. The special work to be assigned to him by the Board of 
Trustees. 

4. In order better to regulate collections for church purposes 
it was Resolved, That all church collections and subscriptions for 
other congregations shall be taien only on the recommendation 


of the officers of the respective Districts and of the President of 
Joint Synod, unless Synod shall have otherwise provided. 


5. Resolved, That our worthy President, appoint a committee 
to offer propositions at the next meeting of synod relative to 
the conversion of Joint Synod into a delegate body. 

Pastors C. H. Rohe and J. Beck were appointed said com- 
mittee. 


6. Pastors H. Wickemeyer, G. Mochel, and A. Pflueger, and 
the brethren J. Klingler and G. Long were elected members of 
the Board of Trustees of our Seminary at Columbus. 


7. Vote of Thanks. 


Resolved, that we tender our cordial thanks to the Trinity, 
Grace and St. Paul’s congregations of Columbus for the hospi- 
tality we have enjoyed in their midst, as well as to the Pastors 
C. H. Rohe, J. Beck and K. Mees for their kindness, and that we 
herewith request that this resolution be made known to the re- 
spective congregations at the next public service. 


Resolved, that the thanks of this synod be and are herewith 


returned to the different R. R. Companies for the reduction of | 


fare granted to the members of this synod on their eg sande to 
and from this convention of synod, and the English Secretary 
be requested to inform these companies of this action. 


8. Unfinished Business.—The proposed By-Laws. 

9. Other work for the next convention of synod.— 

Theses by Past. H. A. Allwardt on the subject: The Relation 
between Synod and its Congregations. These theses are to be pub- 
lished at least four months before the next meeting of Joint 


Synod in the “ Standard” and “ Kirchenzeitung ”. 
4 


: 


10. Time of next Synodical Convention.— 
The time of the next regular convention of synod is the 
first Wednesday after the full moon in October 1886 at 9 o’clock 
a. m., to remain in session until the following Tuesday evening. 
11. Place of next Convention.— 
4 Bacal, that this be left in the hands of the officers of 
syn 
q 12. Publication of Minutes.—. 
Resolved, that we publish 3000 copies of minutes in German 
and 1200 in English. 
Synod adjourned at midnight between October 7th and 8th, 
D. Simon, See’y. 


DIVINE SERVICES HELD DURING THE CONVEN- 
TION OF SYNOD. 


On Wednesday evening Past. G. F. H. Meiser preached the. 
synodical sermon on Eph. 5, 16. 

On Thursday evening Past. G. Cronenwett preached the so- 
called school-sermon on Gen. 18, 17-19. 

On Saturday afternoon Past. A. Michwlis preached the 
confessional sermon on Ezekiel 33, 15. 

On Sunday morning Past. G. Loewenstein preached the com- 
munion sermon on Luke 14, 1-14, the lesson for the day. 

On Sunday evening Past. E. L. 8. Tressel preached in 
English on Matt. 4, 11. 

On Monday evening Past. H. A. Allwardt preached the 
closing sermon on Rom. 1, 14, 16. 


O give thanks wnto the Lord for He is good, and His Mercy 
endureth forever. Amen, 
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